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I first met Made Jati in 1978 in Bali, and by chance we met again in California in 1982.  In 1982 
Made Jati told me that she had broken up with her former boyfriend Michael McHugh and their rela-
tionship remained strictly business as she held McHugh’s business in her name.

My romantic involvement with Made Jati began then in 1982 and she frequently came to California 
to stay with me.  We agreed to marry but we experienced many problems as Made said she had to 
clear up issues in Bali and the date for our actual marriage was delayed continuously.

In May 1985 I was surprised to receive a letter from McHugh in which he enclosed a letter Made Jati 
had originally sent to him dated 10 July 1984, a date on which Made Jati was living with me as my 
fiance at my home in California.  In her letter Made Jati gave an ultimatum to McHugh that he must 
agree to a legal marriage with her. 

When I confronted Made Jati with the letter she cried and explained that the letter had been written 
nine months previously when she was under stress and confused, that it was a mistake and she was 
now clear in her mind that she loved me and wanted to marry me.  Because I was broken hearted and 
blinded by love, I accepted her explanation and forgot the letter, and in September 1985 we were mar-
ried.

Reading the letter again without the fog of love
• She was lying to me regarding her relationship with McHugh and at the same time lying to 
McHugh about her activities in California and her relationship with me.
• Despite saying in her letter that she does not want to force McHugh to make a decision, in truth 
the purpose of the letter is to force McHugh to make a decision to legally marry her or else she would 
find another man to marry.
• That the reason she wanted to marry was so that she could have children, even if McHugh later 
chose to abandon her and her children.

According to her letter in 1984 it was very important to Made Jati to have a legal marriage before she 
had children.  However, four years later in 1988 she was legally married and we moved to Bali but 
she did not register our California marriage in the Civil Records Office in Denpasar, which according 
to Made Jati’s Theory  about Indonesian Laws of Marriage, would mean that our children would later 
be born outside of marriage. 
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Apparently the importance of ensuring that her children were born inside of marriage was not her true 
reason for needing a legal marriage.

Until the moment Made Jati sent the letter to McHugh, he was satisfied to live together with her but 
did not want a legal marriage, so Made Jati needed a more compelling reason for marriage and she 
used the excuse of children.

McHugh told her that he was ready to marry with a Balinese ceremony, but Made Jati rejected this 
solution because she wanted a legal international marriage.

In May 1985, despite the fact that Made’s letter to him had been written nine months previously, 
McHugh still felt he had an important relationship with her because he sent her letter to me explain-
ing their relationship, but I was enough blinded by love that I did not adequately consider that Made 
Jati had still not clearly broken with McHugh in May 1985.

Despite Made Jati having agreed to marry me, in 1982, 1983 and 1984 McHugh still felt that their 
relationship was ongoing and he continued to give her gifts of properties and cash and she continued 
to accept them.

It appears that between 1983 – 1985 Made Jati was shopping for a foreign husband, any foreign hus-
band, who would legally marry her outside of Indonesia, and she had at least two candidates.

It appears that the reason she wanted to marry outside Indonesia was Made Jati’s Theory of Marriage 
in Indonesia – that is, that a marriage outside Indonesia must be registered in Indonesia within one 
year or it can be considered ended by automatic divorce.

Therefore it appears that Made Jati planned from the start to find a foreign husband to build a busi-
ness and purchase properties in Bali, all of which would be listed only in her name, until the day that 
she would someday take everything for herself.

Made Jati’s explanation of her personality “never satisfied although I have everything” was accurate.  
It appears that her desire drove her continuously though all the years of our marriage, and the woman 
who wrote a letter filled with lies in 1984 remains the same as the woman now confronting the Court 
with testimony filled with lies in 2009.
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Letter from McHugh to Michael Donnelly

Inside was a letter from Made Jati to McHugh

5 / Mei / 85

12 / Jul / 84

In 1984 Made Jati was still receiving gifts of properties from McHugh as his fiance or common law 
wife (although McHugh apparently was not ready to marry legally or commit to having children) 
although Made Jati was living with me in Los Angeles and had already accepted my proposal for mar-
riage.
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